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Reverend ond decr Father and my decr Brethren:

The celebration of the great feast of the Sacred Heart, the
Patronol Fecst of our Cathedral, zives me the occosion to write this
lobtiez. to. the clergy and lzity of our Diocese.

In the Diocese of Raleigh we fight only one enemy, the arch-
enemy of God, No matter under what guise he moy present himself or vhcot
mecns he might use, there is only one enemy of monkind, of the Church, and
of the individual Gotholic; that enemy is Sataon, the crcheenemy of Christ

end His Clmrch.

The aottack of the enemy is directed alwoys against fundamentals
of the Church, ncmely, its Unity, its Authority, its Catholicity, le- ney
be deceived = - not a fallen cngel, He knous wherein lies the strength
of the Church. Ithether in the entire world, in o nation, in a Diocese or
in o Parish, *Divide and Conquer! hos clwuays been his plan, Divide if
Possible the Apostle from Christ, and from ecch other, Divide the fcoithful
from the Apostles or from their priests, Divide the faithful from each
other, Thus divided and sepcrated in Faith cnd in Communion they become an
ecsy prey, individually or in groups, for all the other wiles of the encmy;
Confusion in fnith cnd morcls and eternzl decth is the outcome,

The arch-enemy of the Church does not appenr in person. That
Would frishten those he uishes to deceive. He uses the "spirit of the
world" ) an independent spirit to deceive., Such o spirit dictates not
Wity but division, not love but hntred, not humility but pride, Such
S Spirit mnkes children resist the lowful authority of their prrents,
Such g spirit mzkes citizens resist the lawful cuthority of o rightly
Constituted Stnte. Such o spirit mckes pcrishioners resist their 1ouful
Pbstor, or their Bishop, or the Pope, the Vicar of Christ,

The enemy of God and the Church, and of mankind itself uses the
"spirit of division" to breck, if possible, the unity of the Mysticcl Body
of Christ., He uses traditional hatreds of nctions, of races, of classes,
of minorities, of mzjorities, of locclities, of materinl possessions or
the peed of them, to foment his divisions among men. This spirit is behind
cll crti~-semitism, a2ll racicl tension, all copitcl-labor friction, a1l
rurgl.urban disputes or any other religious hotreds which hove been zllowed

to spring up and grow in the humcn heort,

Opposed to 2ll of these, and o billion times more powerful is
thct Love represented by the Scered rierced iecrt of Christ, It is the
love for =211 men, wvho hove equrl opmoriunity to share that tremendous
Love, ond to return it according cs they will, for it hos first loved them
and gene domm to death for them singly and collectively.
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Such a love, even more than the common hand of the Creator unites
A1 w2+ bafore God., Can men be 80 callous as to remember race-hatred widle
.= .i5 1w around the Cross of the Crucified Christ? How deceptive are the
“T3 & the devil. How cark are the minds of men, to his snares.

Opposed to this confusion and hatred and division, is the Church
Christ founded., One Mystical Body. There can be but one, if it is Christ's
as there can be but one God, and one Truth, In that one Body ell the members
no matter of what race, what nation, what qualities of body or of mind, or
with how many or how few possesslons, all are in one communion if they belong
to that ONE CHURCH. Anything to the contrary is heresy.

This dectrine is the one which made the noble patrician sit down
at the Christian table with common plebian, and the Christion master eat
with his freed slave, It made the early Christians of senatorial rank open
up their homes to the converts of a despised race who were treated in person
like Christ Himself heing served at table and having their feet washed by
their hosts. The Numidian Christian slave was one with the Christian emperor
in 3 Cheistisn commmnity vhich believed gnd practiced the teachings of Cbrist.
This doctrine so characterized the early Church, that it became known as the
Catholic Church, because it included all, in one commnion, in one bond of

love,

np new Commandment T give unto you that you love one another as I
have loved you"s..«<BY this shall all men lmow that you are my disciples, if

you have love one for another n (John 13,25) "If any man say I love God and
hateth hisobrother he is a 11;1‘, For he that loveth not his brother whom he

Seeth, how can he love God whom e “eoth not?" (lst Epistle St,John 4,20)

Nelther the Lord mnor His Church hes gaid that His teaching would
be easy, It was never promised that the road to heav?n would be a primrose
path, or that Christian doctrine would not demend secrifice? "If you love
them that love you, whab pevard shall you have? Do not even the publicans
thig? If you salute your brethren only what do you more? Do not also the
heathens de this? But I say to you, Love your enemies; do good to them that
hate you; and pray for them that pe::secute anc. cal‘l.}mnia‘be you. That you may
be the children of your Father who 18 in‘ heaver: andé who maketh his sun rise
upon the good and bad and reineth upon the just a.l‘::d unjust. Be you, there-
fore, perfect as your heavenly Father is perfecte

The Church has never taught us that we can live merely according
to our likes and dislikes. Many people dislike humbling themselves to cclil=
foss candidly their mortal sins 1o a.fellow Ihman being - a priest empouered
to for~ive them, bub in spite of their feelings they confess according to
Faith ;nd knoving christ said to his priests "lhose sins you shall forgive
they are forgiven them," (John 20,23)

Many people find it diffieult to abstain every Friday from meat,
but they do so because of the Church's authority binding them under pain
of serious sin to do penance on the Gay on which Christ suffered in His
human flesh. "He that heareth you heareth me and he that despiseth you,
despiseth me." (Luke 10,16) "Whatsoever thou ghall bind upon earth it shall
be bound £1so in heaven." (Matt.16,19)
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Tew Catholics enjoy fasts or penances or the incenveniance <f
attending early lass on Sunday or Holy Days of Obligation, bl Hier o
there hard things because they are directed by God thru the Cluvei and
bty their Taith in order to save their souls,

The Church and her teaching has alwvays been a ¢hallenge to the
world, "Behold this child is set for the fall and for the resuirentios: of
many in Israel and for a sign which shall be contradicted.. (imke 2, 3i)
You shall be hated by all men for my name's sake., But he that persevercs
unto the end he shall be saved.,.The disciple is not above the master,
nor the gervant above his lord. It is enough for the disciple that hs
be as his master, and the servant as his lord. If they have called the
good man of the house Beelzebub, hov mich more them of his houscholcd?eeds
And fear ye not them that kill the body awl are not able to kill the smul;
but rather fear him who can destroy both soul. and bocy in hell...Do noi
think that I came to send peace upon eerth; 1 came not to send peace but

the syord,® (latt.10,22)

Christ did not follow custor} if they were wrong. He set customs
vhich were right. "Then came to him from Jerusalem §cribes and pharisecs
saying: *Uhy do thy disciples transgress the traditions of the ancients?,..
But He ansvering sai¢ to them, Vhy do you also transgress the commandment
of God for your tradition?! ...This people honoreth me with their 1lips but
their heart is far from me, and in vain do they worship me teaching the

doctrines and commandments of men", (Matt.l5, 1-9)

The Catholic Church has been meeting and solving such problems
as an attack upon its bodily unity ever since the day of Pentecost when
men from a1l nations first heard the word of God from the mouths of the
Apostles. In that first Catholic crowd were more men of other nations and
races than the few white "strangers from Ro@e“. .The Church, that calls
itself Catholic today, because it is Catholic, still has more people of
colored skin in its one communion than those vho call themselves Caucasian,
This Catholic Church has been meeting and solviFg ty Chrigt's teaching
Tace problems in all parts of the world:.in India, in Africa, in Central
imerica, in Mexico, in the West Ind@es, in the United States, in the North ’
in the East, and in the Vest. It will also solve them in time in the Scuth ,
The Church is not for one section, or one period of history, but is Catholic
in time and in territorial extent as well as in doctrinal teaching,

titness the christianization of the Indian, instead of his exter-
mination in South and Central America and in the Catholic Missions of the
West., Witness the champions of the Church's Doctrine in Ias Cacas, Fetherv
Montoya, and in a thousand pages of the history of Brazil and Paraguay,Mexico.
Vhenever the Ghurch has been unhampered, she has not failed to solve such
problems and even in face of difficulties she has always fought for God's
rights and human rights on earth,

Christ, the Good Shepherd, taught "there shall be one fold and
one shepherd." (John 10,16) What do we mean one foldy one flock of sheep?
Do we nean a fey sheep here and a few scattered there, or do we mean all
united in oue body? Is not the fold of Christ united in North Carolina?
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In one bocy, under its shepherd? Is not the fold in the Unitecd States or
in the Vorld, united under the supreme Shepherd, the Viecar of Christ? Can
there be division in the Clurch of God? Can ve divide a living body and
keep the parts living? UWo. Neither cen we cdivide the lfystical Body of
Christ, the Church.

In North Carolina until a feuw years ago there were no special
Catholic churches for our colored people and all Catholics worshiped God
together irrespective of race., In order to give a special impetus to the
missionary work among the colored people, former bishops of Raleigh con-
tracted with various religious commumities of men and wemen for specialized
wvork among these people and for the establishment of special churches and
schools in some sections of the Diocese Tor them, Did this mean that the
Church was abandoning her century old teaching of "one fold and one shepherd"
or that necroes were thereby forbidden to worship in any Catholic Church in
the Dioces; except fhose for colored. By no means, It meant that there was
no division but merely that special attention was given to a few, and all
Catholies still had the rights and privileges of worshiping Dod together,
as everywhere in the Catholic Churche

To be assured thet this was understood entirely by all Catholics
and enforced by all Pastors, we urote a letter clearly defining this teach=

ing two g d a half ago on Jamary 29,1951, It was read in all of the
Chﬁrczzgji?rzh:nniocese anc printed in the North Carolina Catholic. The

same tesching has been reiterated in our letters of Tebruary 9th and May 18th
of this present year.

THEREFORE, SO THAT IN THE FUTURE THERE CAN BE NO MISUNDERSTAIND ING
ON THE PART OF M\Hom::, IET 1E STATE HERE AS EIiPHATcI:i%-IﬁIE' AS I CAN: THERE
IS NO SEGREGATION OF RACES TO BE TOLERATED I ANY = 0 EC.} CHURC,H m}‘mﬁ
DIOCTSE OF RALEIGH. THE PASTORS ARE CHARGED WITH THE cmmTING OUT OF THIS
TEACHTIG AID SHALL TOLERATE NOTHING TO THE cormmmrAS 0‘]?HERJISE, ALL SPECIAL
CHURCHES TOR MEGROES WILL BE ABOLISHED EE‘-TEPI&TEII IENDING WEIGHT TO THE
FAISE NOTION THALT THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, THE LQSTICAE BODY OF EHMST’- IS DIVIDED,
EQUAT, RICHTS ARE ACCORDED, THEREFORE, TO EVERY RACE AMD EVERY NATIOHALITY AS
I3 PROI;ER Iii ANY CATHOLIC CHURGH AND WITHIN THD CHURCH BUILDING ITSELF EVERY
ONE 18 GIVEN THE PRIVILEGE TO SIT OR KNEEL ''HEREVER HE DESTRES AMD TO APTRCACH
TTHOUT ALY REGARD TO RACT OR NATIONALITY. THIS DOCTRIML IS

ggEBgﬂggﬁﬂél‘giPﬂiﬂm TO EACH CONVELRT 'WHO ENTERS THE CHURCH IROI HENCEFORTH

IN THE DIOCESE OF RALEIGH.

who have a reputation for defending the poor and the
weak of all races in all parts of the world, as Christians who should be
closing our ranks to Atheistic Co?munism OP our frontl?r§; as Catholies who
rejoice to be found worthy to sufier tor tae sake-of Cnrlgt, (ACtE 5’412
let each and every Catholic, worthy of the nels, 1n the.Dlocese of Ra&elgh
be coumageous enough to corree? any abuse of this kind in the @ouse of Gcd,
remsmbering the promise of Christ, "As o?ten as you have done it to these
the least of my brethren, you have done it to me,"

As Americans

Thank God such abuse has not been general or widesoread. North
Cerolina and the Diocese of Raleigh has been for the most part an exsmple
to the nation and to the Church in its correct Christian attitude on this
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snriect, UWitness the unity and the work of Cztholics of all races in the
Jericn of licry, and in the North Carolina Catholic Laymens' Association,
Wisnzss the colored priests anc Bishops who have visited and been welcomed
in the diocese. I1litness our three colored seminarians, and the Catholic
Mother of 1952, a Colored Catholic, chosen by twelve southern white ladies.
Never in our newspaper,"The North Carolina Catholic" has there been any
discrimination in regard to news or pictures. Our colored Cathclics have
servec uith distinction as officers in our diocesan societies and have
attended retreats and conventions together. Our colored children have
comneted in all oratorical contests and have taken top honors many tines.
We are proud of our colored Catholics of North Carolina, some of vwhom are
graduates of Catholic Universities, Colleges and Schools; some are business
and professional persons of the highest education and culture; but we are
especially proud of them because they are gcod religious men anc women and
belong to us as we do to them in the came curmnion of the Mystical Body of

Christ- the Church.

I am not uwmmindful, as a Scutherrer, of the force of this virus
of prejudice smong scme persons in the Sou?h; as well as in the North, I
ow, however, that there is a cure for t@as virus and tha? is, our Faith,
Many southern boys facing death together in the trenches will bear me out.
being infected with this virus, when men and

I ravolt against our children : . . .
vomen of good-will everyvhere can nreserve them from it. The virus will not
die out of itself, it has to be killed by being exposed to the light of

Faith,

The Church does not propose tolerance ?hich is negative, but love
If Christ said love your enemies, we certainly can love
are our friends and members of our own body, the Churc?
It is our cuty, as Christians of the early days not only to love them bub %>
serve them, e need to help them get ?etter ?§u?atlonal ;acl%lt;es, better
opportunities for culture, better living conditions, better jobs, betier pay,
better homes and families, better civic representation anc better fr}endli~
Ness in the commuity and all of this presupposes the right to worship God
freely with us in the Church everywhere.

which is positive.
our friends., These

As Pastor of your souls, I am happy to take the responsibility
for any evil which might result irom differe?t.races worshiping God togethsr,
but I would be unwilling to take the responsibility of those who refuse to
worship God with a person of anothe? race. Miy the ?Xnmple of our American
soldiers,who died to stamp out a philosophy of "the iiaster Race" in a war
with Hitler in Germany, prevent us iron following o similar course,

liy only sorrov is the fear that I shall not convinece you of the
wiles of Saten., But I shall be able to convince you if I love you enough,
and if you love me you will understand, for God has first loved us,

Our Blessed Lord at one time proposing a very cifficult doectrine
-7 the Church recalled the response made by some of His followers,"This is
a hard saying and who can receive it, Turning to His Apostles, He said,
Will you also go away? They ansvered in words of Taith, Lord, to "hom shall
we go, Thou has the words of eternal life,"
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ggcred Heart of Jesus
1 ote Heart of Mary,

Most Reverend
Bishop of

the Sacred Heart of Jesus

June 12, 1953
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This letter 31s to be read at all the
instead of a Sermone

Vincent S. Yaters,

Raleigh

Masses on Sunday,June 21lst,1953





