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Choice of the heart:
WHY STEWARDSHIP?
Jesus told us this story:
Three persons were called to serve their Master.
Each was entrusted with a number of “talents.” Two of
them used their time and abilities to return to the
Master double what they had received. The Master rewarded these “good and faithful stewards,” not for the
size of the increase, but because they responded to His
call with all they had. The third one buried his “talents.”
The Master was not pleased.
All of us are called to be disciples of the Master, Christ.
When we respond by choosing to make God #1 in our lives,
When we let this choice guide how we live our lives every day,
When we realize that everything we have is a gift from God,
When we take responsibility for using those gifts to advance
God’s plan for salvation,
When we commit to on-going conversion, striving always
for holiness,
When we take our share of responsibility for the vitality
of our faith community,
Then we become stewards, “doers of the Word, not hearers only.”

Stewardship is a way of life, rooted in Scripture. God
wants nothing less: “You shall love the Lord your God with
your whole heart… And your neighbor as yourself.”
Stewardship is active faith.
Stewardship is a choice of the heart. Many people do good
works every day. But until they do them as a way of showing they love God above all, they have not found stewardship as a way of life.
Stewardship is a spiritual
partnership with God, rich in
prayer and grace. It is also a
practical partnership, choosing to place in God’s service
the three fundamental gifts
of time, talent, and treasure.
Stewardship is discipleship
in action.

God is #1 in my life

STEWARDSHIP OF TIME

STEWARDSHIP OF TALENT

I’ll be coming home, son, I don’t know when, But we’ll
get together then, son, we’re gonna have a good time then.

Most of us don’t have the visible gifts that lead to fame
and fortune. But everyone has one or more talents, that
is, special gifts from God. Every talent is valuable in
carrying out God’s plan.

In this poignant verse, Harry Chapin captured the price
children pay when their parents can’t find time for them.
How does Jesus feel when we can’t find time for him?
Time is the universal gift. Everyone gets the same
amount every day. We cannot add to it. We can’t slow
it down. But we can choose how we use it.
Time comes in two varieties: Clock time, measured by
watches and calendars; and God’s time, measured by
the good we do with it.
We choose God’s
time when we
devote ourselves
to prayer:
community
prayer in the
Mass and other
devotions, private
prayer, and spiritual reading. Even when we are limited by illness or
infirmity, we can pray for the intentions of others.
We choose God’s time when, out of love for God, we give
ourselves to those who count on us and need our love–
spouse, children, parents, and others who are close to us.
We choose God’s time when, out of love for God, we
invest time in working for the church and for the
community.
We choose God’s time when we make wholesome use of
leisure time to refresh our minds and renew our souls.
The Lord knows we need re-creation.

The list of talents is endless–so is their use in the
service of God. Here are but a few examples:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Speaking
Cooking
Listening
Patience
Cheerfulness
Organization

Stewardship calls us to identify our special gifts, accept
them gratefully, without pride or false humility, and use
them well, as God prompts us.
A good steward also looks for talents in others and
encourages them to put these gifts to work.
Stewardship of talent benefits the parish, but it is not
limited to the parish. The workplace is fertile ground for
growing one’s own gifts and cultivating the talents of
others. Stewards make great team members.
The good steward also
may look for ways to
make his/her community
better than he/she found
it. When offered to the
Lord, community service
is made holy and
pleasing to God.

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
“Here it comes. I just
knew this stewardship
thing is really all about
asking for money.”
No, it’s not. Stewardship
is about our attitude towards money and material things.
God calls a few people to a vow of poverty. Most of us,
however, live in a world where money and possessions
are necessary. The question is: are we owned by our
possessions, or do we see them as God sees them?
Jesus knows how easy it is to be trapped by possessions.
He warned us: “You cannot serve God and money...
Where your treasure is, there will your heart be.”
Many people measure their lives by the goods they
acquire. They are owned by their possessions.
Stewards measure their lives by the good they do.
Stewards know that whatever we have, we merely hold
in trust from God. The day will come when God asks,
“What you have done with all I have given you?”
How will you respond?
The steward responds by recognizing he or she has a
need to give that has nothing to do with the need of the
Church (or anyone else) to receive. Sharing a reasonable
portion of one’s income, assets, and possessions is the
best way to show gratitude to God. Giving also detaches
us from our possessions, so we can be “poor in spirit.”
The Good Samaritan had the right attitude: “Whatever I
have is yours, if you need it.”
Some people equate stewardship with tithing, i.e.,
giving 10% of income to the Church and community.
Our view is one size does not fit all. Jesus said, “Give
not just from your surplus but from your need.” A lowincome person might do that by giving 1%, while a highincome person might have to go well beyond 10%. The
steward gives what in prayer feels right with God.
The Lord expects no more–and no less.

